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“DONE TO A T” By 
PAUL COULTER

ACROSS
	 1	 Name on toy 

vehicles since 
1964

	 5	 ’50s first lady
	 10	 Architect 

Saarinen
	 14	 Become 

unhinged
	 18	 Bridge toll unit
	 19	 Whirlpool brand
	 20	 “Ah, me!”
	 21	 Arcade pioneer
	 22	 Naughty young 

athlete?
	 24	 Materials on a 

king’s palette?
	 26	 Energy-saving 

tactic
	 27	 AOL, e.g.
	 29	 Military chaplain
	 30	 Platform for Siri
	 31	 Cons
	 33	 Biting
	 34	 “Don’t worry 

about that, Mr. 
Gingrich”?

	 40	 Less taxing
	 43	 Pouts
	 44	 Oxlike antelope
	 45	 Syndicate
	 47	 Chinese 

culinary general
	 48	 Fine things?
	 49	 Cartoon flapper
	 50	 Cabinet dept. 

with an atom on 
its seal

	 51	 1995	court VIP
	 52	 “The Alien 

Simpsons” 
character?

	 55	 Watery world?
	 59	 Doo-wop 

syllable
	 60	 Big size, in a 

small way
	 61	 Operatic chorus
	 65	 Chip features
	 66	 Organic fuel
	 67	 Deprive of 

courage
	 68	 Ex-baseballer 

Martinez
	 69	 Photos, say
	 72	 Not diluted 

much, if at all
	 73	 __ v. Wade
	 74	 Dusk, to Donne
	 77	 Defective 

phone 
download?

	 79	 Large pub 
band?

	 81	 Deg. for a writer
	 82	 Red analog
	 84	 Trounce, down 

south
	 86	 Global extremity
	 87	 Lulu

	 88	 “Ageless Body, 
Timeless Mind” 
author

	 90	 “__ the fields we 
go ... ”

	 91	 Graf rival
	 92	 They may be 

driven
	 94	 Tiny golf course 

rental?
	 98	 Bailiwicks
	100	 Slogs
	101	 Bygone New 

Zealand bird
	102	 Last of seven, 

for many
	105	 UFO crew, in 

theory
	106	 Curbside pickup 

places
	111	 Strategy using 

a heavily pine-
tarred bat?

	113	 Tiff about a 
checkup?

	115	 Recesses
	116	 Miscellany
	117	 Stand in a 

studio
	118	 Adjutant
	119	 Envy and others

	120	 Fill-in
	121	 Singer 

Springfield
	122	 Word of medical 

advice

DOWN
	 1	 Door fastener
	 2	 Big show
	 3	 Tedious
	 4	 Arid
	 5	 Phillie Phanatic, 

for one
	 6	 Waylay
	 7	 K follower
	 8	 Minute or 

moment lead-in
	 9	 Consuming, as 

time
	 10	 Secret Service 

agent’s 
accessory

	 11	 “Do Ya” rock gp.
	 12	 Bottom-feeding 

fish
	 13	 1970	World’s 

Fair site
	 14	 Way up
	 15	 Nervous habit
	 16	 Cartoonist Peter
	 17	 Big East team

	 21	 Court loser’s 
option

	 23	 Chamber 
groups

	 25	 École cousin
	 28	 RR stop
	 31	 Part of A.D.
	 32	 Bittersweet 

farewell
	 34	 Mosque officials
	 35	 Judaic spiritual 

text
	 36	 Buddhist 

spiritual text
	 37	 1987	Costner 

role
	 38	 Gershwin’s “__ 

Rhythm”
	 39	 “Poems are 

made by fools 
like me” poem

	 41	 Cosmetician 
Lauder

	 42	 Origins
	 46	 Song syllable
	 49	 Author Harte
	 53	 Obscenity 

cover-up
	 54	 Showing shock
	 56	 Former
	 57	 Bedding

	 58	 Big deal
	 61	 Flatter
	 62	 GI’s furlough
	 63	 Latin lover’s 

word
	 64	 Vehicle with 

sliding doors
	 66	 Links letters
	 68	 Under-the-sink 

assembly
	 69	 High-tech debut 

of 1981
	 70	 Underworld 

society
	 71	 Novel’s screen 

version, e.g.
	 72	 Oozes
	 74	 WWII bomber 

__ Gay
	 75	 Fisherman with 

pots
	 76	 Desert trial
	 78	 Debt-heavy 

corp. takeover
	 79	 Pat on the back, 

maybe
	 80	 Crude gp.?
	 83	 Place setting 

setting
	 84	 Fuel storage 

structure

	 85	 Does some 
tailoring

	 88	 Store 
employees

	 89	 Exciting
	 91	 Put away for 

later
	 93	 Rollers on the 

road
	 95	 Bunk
	 96	 Charm
	 97	 Like serious 

mistakes
	 99	 Cousin of a clog
	102	 IRS IDs
	103	 Yours, to Yvette
	104	 “Throw the __ 

Log On, Uncle 
John”: P.D.Q. 
Bach madrigal 
parody

	106	 Low pitch
	107	 Peter the Great, 

e.g.
	108	 ’60s sitcom boy
	109	 Stationer’s stock
	110	 Editorial “let it 

stand”
	112	 Matchstick-

removing game
	114	 Évian water
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BY PAT MYERS

In Week 1341 the Empress asked 
for new portmanteau words,  in 
which two words are mashed 
together, along with a description 
of the result.   Because she did this 
contest years ago with words 
beginning with certain letters, this 
week’s words had to  begin with E 
through R.  Which means no 
magnet for Marli Melton for 
“Chrysanthemummy: The gift 
plant I’ve forgotten to water since 
last fall.” 
    

4th place:
Exterminature: The EPA’s new 
rallying cry.  
(Jonathan Jensen, Baltimore)  

3rd place:
Quacknowledgment: 
Inconspicuous disclaimer on a 
suspect supplement. “Gargling 
with Dr. Zo’s fermented yak urine is 
not intended to treat, cure or 
prevent any disease.” (Frank Osen, 
Pasadena, Calif.) 

2nd place and the “0.0” 
non-marathon auto 
decal: 
Forty-Fivan the Terrible: The 
worst leader Russia ever installed. 
(Jesse Frankovich, Grand Ledge, Mich.)

And the winner of 
the Lose Cannon:
Muellerotica: “If we had 
confidence that the earth did not 
move or that an explosion did not 
erupt through her as every cell in 
her body screamed ‘Yes!’ we would 
have said so.” (Gary Crockett, Chevy 
Chase)   

Nitwitticisms:
Honorable mentions
Eclair de lune: A midnight snack. 
(Danielle Nowlin, Fairfax Station)

Electrickle:  The rate at which 
your phone charges when you’re in 
a hurry. (Kyle Hendrickson, Frederick)

Epidermisery: The zit you got on 
the day of the prom. (Mark Raffman, 
Reston)

Erratatas: “I said I wanted them D-
CUP size, not TEACUP size!” 
(Danielle Nowlin)

Esophagusto: The verve of 
enthusiasm that produces a world-
class belch. “Dad announced his 
presence with great esophagusto.” 
(Jesse Frankovich)

Frenchilada: A crepe topped with 
fromage, sauce tomate and a sneer. 
(Steve Smith, Potomac; Mark Raffman)

Fubarista: Starbucks employee 
who never gets your order right. 
(Frank Mullen III, Aledo, Ill.)

Garbagel: A bagel not from New 
York. — Every New Yorker (Rivka 
Liss-Levinson, Washington)

Geronimoron: A bungee jumper 
who forgets the cord. (Gregory Koch, 
Falls Church)

Glamphibian: An elegant swamp-
dweller. “Touring the detention 
facility in satin jodhpurs, the 
Cabinet secretary’s wife looked 
positively glamphibious.” (Frank 
Osen)

Gonadvertising: Posting pictures 
of your junk. (Jane Pacelli, Annandale)

Gorillama: A 300-pound tree-
dwelling camelid of South America 
that not only spits in your face but 
throws poop in it, too. (Bird Waring, 
Larchmont, N.Y.)

Gryffindork: Anyone over 16 
dressed in Harry Potter regalia. 
(Mark Raffman)

G-Spotify: Now offering unlimited 
streaming of Barry White songs. 
(Chris Doyle, Ponder, Tex.)

Halfalfa: What miniature horses 
eat. (Ben Aronin, Washington)

HastyFreeze: What happens to 
your brain when you scarf down the
last of the ice cream rather than 
share it with your spouse who’s 
pulling up in the driveway. (Mike 
Burch, Nashville)

Hempiricism: The insistence on 
actually testing the medical claims 
for CBD. Also known as buzzkill. 
(Stuart Anderson, Seattle, a First 
Offender)

Hindquartermaster: That pain-in-
the-neck in charge of the office 
supply room. (Chris Damm, Charles 
Town, W.Va.) 

Instagramps: Polaroid-sharing 
app. (Frank Mullen III)

Interimbecile:  The fill-in numskull 
who botches things up until a 
permanent idiot can be found to 
ruin everything. (Frank Mann, 

Washington)

Jackassuredness: The dominant 
trait of that braggart at the bar. 
(Chris Murphy, Germantown, a First 
Offender) 

LeBrontë: Author of “6-8 Heights” 
and “Jane Eyre Ball.” (Jesse Rifkin, 
Arlington)

Legislatortoise: A lawmaker who 
slow-walks bills. “McConnell is 
Congress’s leading legislatortoise.” 
(Jesse Frankovich; Chris Doyle) 

Lethargymnastics: Turning over 
on the couch to get the remote. 
(Jesse Frankovich) 

Maledictionary: Glossary of terms 
used by the president about 
Democrats, immigrants, the media 
and Rosie O’Donnell. (Mark Raffman)

Malapropaganda: Trump’s  
stirring speech about George 
Washington’s army taking over the 
airports.  (Kevin Dopart, Washington) 

Marathong: A sumo uniform. (Dave 
Zarrow, Reston) 

Marvelousy: How to describe a 
film with great special effects and 
horrible plot and acting. (Stuart 
Anderson)

Mastodonald: Weird-haired beast 
previously thought to be extinct, 
currently masquerading as an 
elephant. (Maggie Haring, Leesburg)

Mastiffany: A humongous 
engagement diamond. (Beverley 
Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.)

Milkshakespearean: Someone 
who insists that Hamlet has to be 
white because he’s Danish. (Stuart 
Anderson)

Nemesisterhood:  To Trump, the 
Squad. (Rick Haynes, Boynton Beach, 
Fla.) 

Newscasterisk: The scrolling 
banner at the bottom of the screen 
stating the truth vs. what the 
president just said. (Rob Cohen, 
Potomac) 

Normalodorous: Reflecting a level 
of corruption and greed that isn’t 
noteworthy anymore. “Cabinet 
members steering cash to family 
members is just the new 
normalodorous.” (Duncan Stevens, 
Vienna, Va.) 

Partisanctimony: The righteous 
attitude of those smug bastards on 
the other side of the political 
spectrum. (Jesse Frankovich)

Pediatrickery: “You’ll just feel a 
little sting, sweetie, and then Nurse 
Ratched will give you a sticker.” 
(Melissa Balmain, Rochester, N.Y.)

Peekabooboo: A wardrobe 
malfunction. (Frank Osen)

Persisterhood: Warren Women. 
(Maggie Haring)

Pooperfume: A scent so awful that 
they should have called it Chanel 
No. 2. (Chris Doyle)

Pundittos: A whole panel of cable 
news talking heads all saying the 
same thing.  (Hildy Zampella, 
Alexandria)

Purgency:  The suddenness with 
which the toll of an all-night binge 
hits. (Sam Mertens, Silver Spring)

Randomicile: The result of your 4-
year-old helping to put things away. 
(Jeff Hazle, San Antonio)

Refrigerater: Consumer Reports’ 
coldest critic. (Lawrence McGuire)

And Last: Empressentials: Must 
not have been published before, 
must rhyme flawlessly, yada yada 
yada . . . (Chuck Helwig, Centreville)

And Even Laster:  Kvetchotchkes: 
Swag so crummy that you complain
about getting it. Like Style 
Invitational “prizes.” (Brett Dimaio, 
Cumberland, Md., who clearly doesn’t 
need a magnet)

Still running — deadline Monday 
night, Aug. 19: Our Limerixicon 
contest for limericks featuring a 
word beginning “gr-.” See 
wapo.st/invite1344. 

THE STYLE INVITATIONAL

At wits’ blend: Portmanteau words

New contest for Week 1345:
The confaketionary — food fictoids

Neil Armstrong hated Tang. (Russell Beland)

The act of eating celery burns more calories than
it contains. (Chris Sonnenberg)

In Switzerland, it’s American cheese that’s sold
with holes in it. (Mike Hammer)

Before World War II, Almond Joy candy bars 
contained real joy. (Russell Beland)

Because there simply is not enough misinformation
in the world about this subject, our latest bogus­trivia 
contest concerns one of the Empress’s favorite subjects: 
This week: Tell us some comically false “fact” about 
food, drink or dining, as in the examples above from our 
general bogus­trivia contest back in 2007.

Submit entries at wapo.st/enter­invite­1345 (all 
lowercase). 

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style Invitational
trophy. Second place receives, apropos of this contest, an 
especially handsome hardcover book called “The Book of 
Random Oddities,” which focuses mostly on odd words 
and fascinating word origins. Presumably these aren’t 
fictoids and are pretty much truoids. Donated by Duncan 
Stevens. And also apropos of this contest, we’ll throw in a 
bag of a snack called “Brussel Sprout Puffs,” which 
probably aren’t as bad as they sound, but still. They are 
not puffy sprouts, it turns out, but instead contain 
(correctly spelled this time) “Brussels sprout powder.” 
Donated by Loser Daphne Steinberg. 

Other runners-up win our “You Gotta Play to Lose”
Loser Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable 
mentions get one of our lusted­after Loser magnets, “Too­
Weak Notice” or “Certificate of (de) Merit.” First 
Offenders receive only a smelly tree­shaped air 
“freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). Deadline is 
Monday night, Aug. 26; results published Sept. 15 in 
print, Sept. 12 online. See general contest rules and 
guidelines at wapo.st/InvRules. The headline for this 
week’s results is by Kevin Dopart; Chris Doyle wrote the 
honorable­mentions subhead. Join the lively Style 
Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/
invdev. “Like” the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on 
Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday; follow @StyleInvite on 
Twitter.

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly
online column discusses the week’s new contest and 
results. Check out this week’s at wapo.st/conv1345.

Diversions
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BY  JACQUELINE BIGAR 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Aug. 18: This year, you increase your capacity to relate on an intense level. Others frequently 
come to you to discuss matters of consequence. If you’re single, one of your most desirable traits is this capacity 
for relating. You draw in sensitive people. However, you have a facet of your personality that is fiery, risk-taking and 
wild. Few can handle both sides. If you’re attached, your significant other will appreciate your new depths but may 
not know how to respond at first. Give this person time. You love to play with Aries, and you love the gooey 
conversations you can have with Pisces.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
You might suddenly be driven to 
start a new physical fitness plan or 
approach a project with more 
energy. Take action as soon as this 
afternoon. You could become feisty 
in the next few weeks if you don’t 
get exercise. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
A friend implores you to join them 
for an early brunch. If you go, you’ll 
discover what a great time you can 
have together. You both appear to 
have too much energy to spare. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
You are not bossy in general, but 
you assume a take-charge attitude 
in the afternoon. You have a goal in 
mind that you plan to reach, and 
you will not allow anyone to 
interfere. Can you play it 
easygoing? 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
You spend the morning thinking 
about a possible trip or visiting a 
loved one. Once you land, you 
might even be somewhat 
controlling as you demand to have 
it your way. Don’t be surprised if 
you get a no. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You allow others to dominate at 
present. You might not even be 
conscious of this decision; it simply 
feels easier. You might discover a 
far easier way to bring others 
together than your normal choice. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You have gone along with others’ 
wishes for a while. You might feel 
as if someone is being unusually 
difficult or hard on you. You can 
break this pattern this afternoon by 
simply taking charge or having a 
discussion. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Get a project done or get into 

reading the Sunday paper early. By 
afternoon, a knock on the door or a 
friendly invitation summons you to 
join your friends or family. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
You are still going full speed ahead, 
partly because of your ingenuity. At 
some point, you will need to slow 
down and evaluate. Realign your 
priorities. You find life flows if you 
do. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Allow some laziness in the 
morning. You always seem to go at 
a fast clip, so the change could be 
refreshing. By afternoon, you will 
want to break into a faster pace. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You might be unusually concise 
and direct in the morning. You 

HOROSCOPE

could realize what a big gap you 
have to bridge with a friend to 
come to terms with a situation. You 
simply need to accept each other’s 
styles. Stay close to home if 
possible. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Restricting yourself from making a 
major expenditure or several little 
ones proves to be smart. It might 
take a few days to understand why 
the self-discipline was necessary. 
Meet a friend for a late lunch if 
possible. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
A sudden argument or emotional 
eruption could mar a nearly perfect 
morning. Toss yourself into a 
preferred pastime in the afternoon 
rather than going over and over the 
same incident. 

“POETRY SLAM” 
By JOHN LAMPKIN

ACROSS
	 1	 Wacky
	 7	 Subterranean 

queen
	 10	 Reaction to a 

trip
	 14	 Throw out
	 19	 Eight-time Best 

Actor Oscar 
nominee

	 20	 Cloud content
	 22	 Queen topper
	 23	 Shakespeare’s 

ghostwriters?
	 25	 Let in
	 26	 Neither surfeit 

nor dearth, 
informally

	 27	 Lie about one’s 
age?

	 28	 Heavenly harp
	 30	 Decreases
	 31	 Go after
	 33	 Aspiring singer’s 

aid
	 35	 Flexible joint
	 37	 What a 

ritardando 
gradually gets

	 40	 Very likely will, 
after “is”

	 42	 Be beholden (to)
	 45	 “Another day, 

another $%&! 
Grecian urn”?

	 49	 Short notes
	 51	 Pete’s wife on 

“Mad Men”
	 52	 Fits
	 53	 Places for 

drinks on tracks
	 56	 Pacino and 

Roker
	 57	 Florida horse 

country city
	 59	 Streaker’s 

covering
	 60	 __ account
	 61	 Faced
	 62	 Cloudy
	 63	 Assist in the 

gym
	 66	 Landscaper’s 

truckload
	 68	 “Religious 

Poetry Writing 
for Dummies” 
reminder?

	 75	 All of Sartre’s 
“No Exit”?

	 76	 Cut with light
	 77	 “... bug in __”
	 78	 Giant Manning
	 79	 Omit
	 82	 Env. fattener
	 84	 Smarts 

measured by 
the ounce?

	 86	 Muscle that 
sounds like a 
kiss

	 87	 “Me too”

	 89	 One way to run
	 91	 Play division
	 93	 Excited, with 

“up”
	 94	 Love song 

written while 
playing hooky?

	 98	 Cooked sushi 
fish

	 99	 “My goose is 
cooked!”

	102	 Baroque
	103	 Like some 

rovers
	105	 Buzz
	107	 Really feared
	111	 Panthers’ school
	113	 Dessert options
	115	 Enter, as data
	118	 How many 

Oscars 
19-Across won

	119	 Be of help
	121	 Chaucer’s 

workflow?
	124	 Many a 

quartet’s bottom 
line

	125	 Relaxed
	126	 Produce visibly, 

as a sweat

	127	 Young ones
	128	 Great times
	129	 Bond, for one
	130	 Burns subjects

DOWN
	 1	 Legendary 

mountain 
climber

	 2	 Even things
	 3	 Toroid treat
	 4	 Addlepated
	 5	 Pub patron’s 

pint
	 6	 Bowser’s bagful
	 7	 One way to run
	 8	 Destination 

of the 1925 
diphtheria 
serum run

	 9	 Bashful
	 10	 Baseball’s “Little 

Giant”
	 11	 Audibly
	 12	 7-Across, to an 

aardvark
	 13	 Get sore
	 14	 Sorority vowel
	 15	 YouTube upload
	 16	 Poet known for 

her footwork?

	 17	 Wah-wah 
source?

	 18	 Pix from needles
	 21	 Subsidiary 

wager
	 24	 Enthusiastic 

kids’ plea
	 29	 Music genre 

prefix
	 32	 Bit of subterfuge
	 34	 Bucolic 

outbursts
	 36	 Tank
	 38	 Lamb literature
	 39	 Castro of Cuba
	 41	 Smooch and 

stuff
	 43	 Frayed
	 44	 Canadian gas
	 45	 Item sold in 

sheets
	 46	 Van Gogh milieu
	 47	 “How many 

roads __ man 
walk down ... ”: 
Dylan

	 48	 Swamp gas
	 50	 Intestinal 

bacterium
	 54	 Career military 

members

	 55	 Matchless
	 57	 Elocuted
	 58	 Vegas attraction
	 59	 Oinker’s digs
	 62	 Yukon or Denali
	 64	 “NewsHour” 

airer
	 65	 “Little House” 

family name
	 67	 Schlep
	 69	 Interruption
	 70	 Plumber’s piece
	 71	 Forest __
	 72	 Drive away
	 73	 Colleague of 

Ruth and Sonia
	 74	 Chopped into 

cubes
	 79	 Asian libation
	 80	 __ pants
	 81	 Tennyson 

lecture?
	 83	 “Bye!”
	 85	 Prefix with 

dermal
	 88	 One-eyed 

Norse deity
	 89	 No. 2
	 90	 The Beatles’ 

“words of 
wisdom”

	 91	 Asian appetizer
	 92	 Soaps and 

vacuums
	 95	 Oboe kin
	 96	 Stop seeing 

someone
	 97	 Unintentional 

rat poison 
victim

	100	 Trailhead 
handout

	101	 Minor matter
	104	 Handy
	106	 “__ Hope”: 

’70s-’80s soap
	108	 Nerds
	109	 Follow
	110	 Oceanic 

abysses
	111	 Concord
	112	 2017 Poker 

Hall of Fame 
inductee Phil __

	114	 Suffix with buck
	116	 Job in a kitchen
	117	 Whitewater 

challenge
	120	 Alhambra article
	122	 Ed.’s stack
	123	 U.S. govt. 

broadcaster
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